
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

  

 

Student lab assistants 
Sydneye, Karlie, and Aeriel 
graduated with bachelor’s 

degrees in 2025 
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Feedback from PDC clients in 2025 
See all our annual clientele survey results at http://bit.ly/40iCCRB, top comments: 

 From commercial growers:  

“Their services helped me to check some pathogens oƯ the list of possible disease 
causing in my operation. Basically, I had a crop problem, and the VT lab was able to 
eliminate pathogens as the cause of the problem.” 

From service professionals: 

“Increased my knowledge, which I was able to use to educate the client and other 
co-workers. Increased my confidence in addressing pest related issues in the 
future.” 

  From home growers: 

“Very thorough and accurate diagnosis, along with steps to resolve the problem.” 
“It's very helpful to have a resource like this, so thank you for all you do to support 
growers of all types including residential/home owners.” 

 
Not every plant problem requires a sample. 
Some plant diseases have very characteristic symptoms or signs. Using a combination of your 
observation skills and the VTPDC's Plant Problem Image Gallery 
(https://apps.cals.vt.edu/ppig/), one may be able to narrow down some suspects.  
Not sure what to submit?  
Check our website https://bit.ly/VTplantclinic; we have added lots of photo examples.  
Digital submissions are a great place to start. This allows the PDC diagnostician to observe the 
problem on site (nursery, landscape, or field) and advise on exactly what type of physical sample 
to submit, saving in shipping and avoiding resubmission. Refer to the Guidance on Submitting a 
Good Digital Sample section on the submitting sample page, which details the range of images 
needed. 
What the VTPDC can NOT do: Test for nutrients in plant tissue (must use private labs) or soil 
testing (goes to Virginia Tech Soil Testing Lab, https://www.soiltest.vt.edu/), test for chemical 
residue on plant tissues (must use a private lab), or recommend edibility of mushrooms or 
plants. 

 


