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- Impact

In 2025, the Virginia Tech plant disease Clinic (VTPDC) processed 367 samples from
170 plant species and diagnosed 650 plant problems. Electronic surveys were sent to
clients—including commercial producers, service professionals, and home growers -
to evaluate outcomes. Respondents reported that PDC services were valuable (71-
100%), ensured accurate diagnosis (71-100%), and supported integrated pest
management strategies (57-88%). Many adopted alternative control tactics (29-83%)
and improved their ability to recognize diagnosed problems (25-75%).

Knowledge gains were significant: respondents reported increased understanding of
disease and pest problems caused by pathogens (86-100%), abiotic issues such as soil
pH and environmental stress (43-86%), alternative control tactics (43-75%), and
pesticide options (43-75%).

Client satisfaction was high: 84% rated cost as reasonable, 76% were satisfied with
turnaround time, and 82% were satisfied with communication. The clinic also
responded to 927 emails and 53 phone inquiries. Video content reached 15,306 new
views across 27 videos, and staff delivered 17 presentations and workshops, reaching
613 participants in six counties. The Plant Problem Image Gallery saw a record 1,387
image downloads, with 29 new plant problems and 66 new images added.

In 2026, we look forward to strengthening support for Virginia’s citizens by providing
advanced diagnostic tests and detection methods that promote healthier plants,
resilient landscapes, and thriving commercial operations.
Sincerely,
Lina Rodriguez Salamanca
VTPDC Director

. Meet the new addition to the VTPDC Team §>§>D

Kameron Kilday Joined the VT Plant Disease Clinic
in late March 2025.

Kameron holds an M.S. in Plant Pathology and a
B.S. in Microbiology with a minor in Chemistry
from Oregon State University. During his time at
OSU, he gained hands-on experience at the OSU
Plant Clinic, first as a student and later as faculty.

His master's research focused on a reemerging
disease affecting hazelnuts, a key specialty crop
in Oregon's Willamette Valley.

Originally from Hillsboro, OR, Kameron enjoys
camping, hiking, reading, good food, and board
games. He and his fiancée relocated from
Corvallis, OR, and are enjoying exploring Virginia.
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Feedback from PDC clients in 2025

See all our annual clientele survey results at http://bit.ly/40iCCRB, top comments:

From commercial growers:

“Their services helped me to check some pathogens off the list of possible disease
causing in my operation. Basically, | had a crop problem, and the VT lab was able to
eliminate pathogens as the cause of the problem.”

From service professionals:

“Increased my knowledge, which | was able to use to educate the client and other
co-workers. Increased my confidence in addressing pest related issues in the
future.”

From home growers:

“Very thorough and accurate diagnosis, along with steps to resolve the problem.”
“It's very helpful to have a resource like this, so thank you for all you do to support
growers of all types including residential/home owners.”

Not every plant problem requires a sample.

Some plant diseases have very characteristic symptoms or signs. Using a combination of your
observation skills and the VTPDC's Plant Problem Image Gallery
(https://apps.cals.vt.edu/ppig/), one may be able to narrow down some suspects.

Not sure what to submit?

Check our website https://bit.ly/VTplantclinic; we have added lots of photo examples.

Digital submissions are a great place to start. This allows the PDC diagnhostician to observe the
problem on site (nursery, landscape, or field) and advise on exactly what type of physical sample
to submit, saving in shipping and avoiding resubmission. Refer to the Guidance on Submitting a
Good Digital Sample section on the submitting sample page, which details the range of images
needed.

What the VTPDC can NOT do: Test for nutrients in plant tissue (must use private labs) or soil
testing (goes to Virginia Tech Soil Testing Lab, https://www.soiltest.vt.edu/), test for chemical
residue on plant tissues (must use a private lab), or recommend edibility of mushrooms or
plants.
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